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CSO Control Mandates: Lower Mill Creek 

 
Summary of Community Engagement 

 
Preliminary Lick Run Master Plan 

• Preliminary Urban Waterway Concept 
• Question & Answer Opportunity 
• Long-term Vision Plan 

 
Breakout Sessions 

• Review and discuss the Preliminary Urban Waterway Concept 
• Review and discuss the Long-Term Vision Plan 
• Identify gaps and potential refinements 

 

 

Tonight’s Agenda 

CSO Control Mandates: Lower Mill Creek 

MSD is focusing on 
watersheds within the 
Lower Mill Creek that 
experience high volumes 
of CSOs. 

CSO Control Mandates: Lower Mill Creek 

The Lick Run Watershed contributes the largest volume of overflows from 
combined sewers of any watershed in Hamilton County. 

CSO #005 during wet weather 



CSO Control Mandates: Lower Mill Creek “Default” Solution 

The “default” solution specified in MSD’s Consent Decree is an 
underground storage tunnel parallel to Mill Creek. 
 

Estimated cost (in 2006 dollars) 
 

$244 million 
 

Costs will continue to be refined 
based on additional design and 
assessment 

Presentation of the 

Preliminary Lick Run 

Master Plan 



Alternative Solutions 

MSD is partnering with local agencies and communities to create a 
more sustainable model for meeting CSO compliance mandates. 

 

Alternative Solutions: Lick Run Alternative Project j

Community Engagement Process y g g Community Engagement Process: CDW #1 

What we learned from your input 

• Character of the proposed urban waterway and open space network 
• South Fairmount neighborhood business district (uses, character) 
• Historic and cultural features 
• Watershed planning guidelines 
 
 



Community Engagement Process: CDW #2 

What we learned from your input 

• Urban waterway that complements the urban environment 
• In-stream water quality features and ecological benefits 
• Opportunities for civic amenities (trails, gathering spaces, recreation) 
• Opportunities for businesses and mixed-use areas 
• Pedestrian safety improvements 

Additional Community Input (South Fairmount Community Council) y p

South Fairmount: Existing Conditions South Fairmount: Existing Conditions Community-Identified Cultural & Historical Resources 



Early Success Projects / Enabled Impact Projects Preliminary Urban Waterway Concept 

The Base Project 

Urban Waterway Alignment & Water Quality Features 
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The Base Project 

Maintenance Access, Sidewalks & Trails Maintenance Access, Sidewalks & Trails

The Base Project 



Western Gateway Zone 

Looking north towards Queen City 

Western Gateway Zone Western GaWestern ateway Zon Gan Gatewayan G y Zoyy nnneoy Zoy ZonnneooZo
Waterway Daylighting Feature 

Narrow Channel Zone 

Looking south towards Westwood Avenue

Overlooks to Urban Waterway Overlooks to Urban WatO l k U b W ayerwaaa

Narrow Channel Zone 



Civic Recreation Hub 
Urban Waterway & Open Space Network 

Looking north towards Queen City 

Urban Waterway & OpeU b W & O en Spaen SpSS

Civic Recreation Hub 

Eastern Gateway Zone 

Looking south towards Westwood 

Water Quality Feature Water Quality FeaturreW Q li F

Eastern Gateway Zone 



Questions from the Community What options did MSD explore when developing the 

Lick Run Alternative Project? 

What options did MSD explore when developing the 

Lick Run Alternative Project? 

As shown at the Lick Run Community Open House (January 2011) 
 

How did MSD define the Urban Waterway Concept? 



When would MSD construct the proposed project 

(if approved)? 

Preliminary Urban Waterway Concept – The Base Project 

What components of the project would be 

constructed by 2018? 

What is the cost? Who is paying for this project? Who is paying for this project?



Who is paying for this project? 

MSD is working closely with Cincinnati Parks and the Cincinnati 
Recreation Commission to plan for and provide maintenance needs 
through these public agencies. 

How is MSD addressing the maintenance needs 
of the proposed urban waterway and 
associated open space? 

What process is MSD using to acquire property? What properties are currently publicly owned? 



How is MSD addressing the needs of local 

businesses in the planning process? 

One-on-one discussions are critical for productive outcomes. 

How is MSD addressing the needs of local 

businesses in the planning process? 

Existing Proposed 

How does the Lick Run Master Plan affect other, 

complementary efforts? 

Question & Answer Opportunity 
The Base Project 



How could MSD’s investment support future 

public/private investments? 

Preliminary urban waterway concept plan 

How could MSD’s investment support future 

public/private investments? 

Preliminary Long-Term Vision Plan 

How could MSD’s investment support future 

public/private investments? 

Transportation Network 
Improvements 

Westwood Avenue Queen City Avenue 

How could MSD’s investment support future 

public/private investments? 

Cultural Trail Concept 



Neighborhood District Concept 

How could MSD’s investment support future 

public/private investments? 
The Base Project 




















